
A short tutorial on the use of The Flying Knights Forum. 
 
Hopefully this will address most problems you may have had with logging on, creating or 
using the forum.   The first thing you need to do is be sure you actually have an account!
For those that have never set up an account let’s go thru the steps needed to 
successfully set up and activate your account. 
Here is the top of the page as it looks when you first enter the form site which is found at: 
 
http://www.theflyingknights.com/phpBB2/index.php 
 

 
 
You can also get to it by clicking on the forum button after going to the home page 
located at   www.theflyingknights.com 
 
At any rate to get there quickly you probably want to save it to your favorites so you can 
just click and go!   Of course  you could also make it your home page…. 
 
If you already have an account but are having other difficulties  skip towards the end of 
this tutorial, there are a few things that answer other problems.   If after all this you still 
have trouble send me an email with your particular problem.   
 
 
Send the email to stuart@theflyingknights.com   while I’m at it, you can get a free 
@theflyingknights.com email address if you want one.  Just contact me! 
 

http://www.theflyingknights.com/phpBB2/index.php
http://www.theflyingknights.com/
mailto:stuart@theflyingknights.com


 
 
Ok, now you’ve made it to the forum, here is the heading at the top of the page with 
different options you can select. 

 



If you do not have an account set up click on  the “Register” button, if you do have an 
account then you will be clicking on the “Log in” button.   First we will go through the 
new account creation.  Click on the “Register” button and you will then see this screen: 
 

 
 
Click where it says “I Agree to the terms…”  the first line in blue.   That will bring up the 
registration information screen: 
 

 
 



This is fairly simple.  The Important parts are in the top section.   

 
Here you enter on the first line the name you wish to use on the forum.   This can be 
anything at all, it doesn’t need to be your actual name.   Next is a spot for your email 
address.  It’s very important that this is correct.  For some email servers you may need to 
go in and enable receiving mail from  TheFlyingKnights.com.  This will depend upon the 
level of junk mail filtering that is in use. 
After the User name there are two text boxes one for Password and one to confirm the 
password.  Keep in mind when selecting a password for the forum that security isn’t 
really an issue here.  I monitor this thing several times a day, and there is no important 
information about you kept on this site.   So feel free to keep you password simple and 
easy to remember.  Maybe you want to use your AMA number, your name, etc. 
Although should you ever forget your password the system will send you a password 
through email.   Anyway…. Enter your password and then type it again in the 
confirmation box, exactly the way you typed it the first time. 
Next you see a grayish area with some letters and/or numbers in it.  Where it says 
Confirmation Code* you must enter this exactly as it appears on your screen.  It is Case 
sensitive so be sure it is exactly as you see it! 
The other options on the page you can leave pretty much at the default settings. 
When you have the information entered go to the bottom of the page and click on the 
“Submit” button: 

 
 
If all goes well you should see the following on your screen: 
 



 
 
At this point you need to take a moment and check your email.   The system will 
automaticly send an email to the account that you entered into the registration 
information.   It shouldn’t take more than a moment for it to arrive.   If after a minute or 
so you still don’t have it, double check the address that you entered into the registration, 
if that is correct check the junk mail folder of your email.  In some cases you may have to 
enable reception of email from theflyingknights.com with your provider.  How this is 
done will vary from ISP to ISP.    
Ok, lets assume you have no problems with that… you should have received an email 
from the flying knights that looks similar to this: 
 

 
 
Now (depending upon browser and email software settings) you either have to click on 
the link in blue or copy it and past into the address bar of your browser.   Once you have 
done this the system will have automatically verified and activated your account.  Now 
you should be able to use your account to post and get to the private area.   Well not 
quite…  You need to email me or send a private message through the forum telling me 
your account name and who you are so that I can change your status to show you as a 
Knights member, then you will have access to the private area.  Meanwhile you can post 
to any of the public areas with no problem. 
 
Ok, now we’ve come to the point where those that have an account and those that didn’t 
have caught up with each other.   Now we get to log in! 
 
Once again if you look at the main heading you will see the different options listed: 



 
 
Now that you have an existing account you will select  the “Log in” button, which will 
bring you to the following screen: 
 

  
At this point if you would like you can click on the box after  “Log me on automatically 
each vist:”  This will save your information to your computer and each time you enter the 
forum you will be logged on without having to do anything at all.    Enter the user name 
that you chose (this is NOT case sensitive)  and then the password you chose, which must 
be exactly as you typed it at registration.  If you aren’t sure what it was see your email. 
If you forgot your password simply click where it says “I forgot my password”  A new 
password will be sent to the email address that you supplied at registration. 
Once the information is entered in click the “Log in” button.  If all went as planned you 
should see this on the top of the screen: 



 
Notice that there is a user name next to the new button (Log out).  If at anytime 
something seems weird.. post not saved, etc.  check to see if your user name shows here.  
If it doesn’t I’ll be covering that in a moment. 
 
Now that you are logged in you are able to post.  The forum is rather like an on going 
conversation.  Its broking down into many different conversations called threads which 
are more or less based on the topic that  was originally entered.  Here is a shot from the 
main page of the forum.   You can see that it’s broken into several different areas with a 
short description of what each area is for.    

 
 
To enter an area to read its contents or to post to it, just click on its name.  (shown In blue 
here) 
In this case I’m going to select the “General Chat” area: 



 
 
That will bring up This screen: 
 

 
 
Each item under the topics heading is a thread, or conversation.  The replies column 
shows how many posts have been made to the initial post, followed by the name of the 
author of the first post.   The views column shows how many times the thread has been 
looked at, and in the last column is the time, date, and author of the last person to post to 
that thread.   Note that the mouse is over the “Welcome to all!” thread.   That’s where we 



will be going next.  But first notice that it says sticky.. that just means that the post will 
always appear at the top of the group.   The first several posts are labeled as 
Announcmets  These are usually there just for informational purposes and not necessarily 
meant for a “conversation”.   Anyway… now we will double click on “Welcome all” at 
which point you should see something similar to this: 
 

 
 
This is the first post in that thread.  Each post after that is attached to the bottom of 
previous post.   If you wanted to make a reply to this you would simply click on the 
“Postrepy” button either at the top or bottom of the posts (it will be in both places) 



 
 
After clicking here you will see this screen: 
 



 
 
The first line is a subject line.. You only need to fill that in if you are making a new 
thread, to make a reply you can leave that blank.   Enter your text in the large block and 
then hit the “submit” button at the bottom of the form. 
 

 
After that you will see a screen telling you that your post was submitted   
 



 
If this doesn’t appear check that your user name still shows as logged in.  We’ll get to 
solving that in a moment.   Meanwhile, assuming that this DID show  you will see that 
there are two options listed in blue.  You may select either one, or just wait a moment and 
it will automatically take you back to the post where you should see something like this: 
 

 
 
There it is, our post, following the last post in that thread. 
 
Ok, time for the fun part.   If you are having trouble either logging in, or staying logged 
in… 
The first thing you need to know is that the forum uses session cookies.  Now it’s a good 
thing to be security conscious but most systems are set up too secure, keeping people 
from being able to access anything that uses cookies. This can include anything from 
using our forum to doing online banking and shopping. 
Here is how you can check your settings if you are using internet explorer.  I’m currently 
using IE 7 so my shot may look a little different than your screen but the menu items will 
be the same for most versions of explorer.  If you are using a different browser you will 
need to look through there information to find out how to do the same thing. 
First you will locate the internet options under the tools menu: 
 



 
 
Selecting this will bring up something that looks similar to the following picture.  Note 
that I’ve selected the privacy tab.   You will see a slider there that allows you to select 
your level of security with regards to cookies.   Since I have firewall software that also 
will filter cookies I have the windows filter turned off.  A position somewhere in the 
middle should work fine.   Unless you do a lot of web surfing and are apt to accidentally 
hit a nasty site, you can safely leave this in the middle settings.   You may have to check 
your windows firewall settings if you are using that.  Although I’d suggest getting a 
commercial firewall instead.  You get much more control and it will do a better job. 



 
 
Just going through this setting should solve 90% of all problems.  The most common 
other problem would be never actually activating your account.   In most cases this is 
because the user never got the email.  Usually this is because they are using a mail server 
that blocks just about everything except those email addresses that you have in you 
address book.   Generally this is an issue with third party and dial up mail servers such as 
hotmails, peoplepc, and a few others.  If you don’t get your registration email check your 
email providers site, or if you have a spam filter on your software you can check the 
settings on that.   
Usually if its in your software the filter will take suspected spasm and put it in a folder 
where you can decide if it’s good or bad : 



 
 
If after all this you still have trouble, send me an email 
 
stuart@theflyingknights.com 
 
I’ll see what I can do to get it straightened out.    
 
The  Flying Knights website is set up not just to inform the public about us, or to advertise 
upcoming events, but it is also there for you to use.   Ranging from a page that shows the 
recent wind and radar information to the forum where you can share ideas, show what 
you’ve been working on, or just plain BS a bit.   However without participation it’s just a 
waste of cyber space! 
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